Presentation of the Savinjska Lifelong Learning Centre at the Forum on the future of adult education 2011
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Given the main theme of the conference, in presenting the Savinjska LLC I focused on partnership links and networking, which constitutes an important element of the operation of all fourteen centres in Slovenia, nationally, regionally and locally:

· On the national level we are linked in an informal network of 14 lifelong learning centres, based on a shared operating concept, with particular coordination from the Slovenian Institute of Adult Education and the Ministry of Education and Sport.

· On the regional – project – level, the network of regional consortium partners is essential for each centre, enabling us to cover various professional areas of guidance and lifelong learning within the framework of the centre, and ensuring that our services are as accessible as possible to all residents of the region, including those who don’t live in urban centres.

· On the local level, the operator of the guidance centre is a local partner network with strategic and professional partners who guide operations and development and contribute significantly to the recognition, importance and quality of the operation of the guidance centre.
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The conference set out the importance and effectiveness of the operation of networks and partnerships, particularly in terms of the benefits for participants – service users – and the implementation of a coherent lifelong learning strategy. We discussed the organisation of networks and the conditions for successful management and operation of partnerships. Our operating model aroused considerable interest and a lively discussion among conference delegates. Questions covered the practical operation of the Centre as well as its systemic concept and funding.
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